
 

 

  

       

 

 

 

“Always do what you are afraid of doing.” 
Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Dear Gardner Road Families –  

     November was a month to be thankful for so much.  It was wonderful 

seeing so many families in our school for parent-teacher conferences.  Our 

school hosted or 1st annual Veterans Celebration which was very touching.  

Our students greeted and thanked the veterans, served them coffee and 

doughnuts and each grade level sang them a patriotic song.  Thanks to the 

Career Development Council for teaching students about many possible 

careers.  Lastly, thanks to Mr. Hamilton for leading Gardner Road in 

singing at the Holly Days event in town.  December will be just as exciting.  

We launch the month off with surprise ribbon cuttings/dedications at our 

monthly town hall meeting.  We will start our Scripps Spelling Bee 

qualifying rounds this month as well as well as enjoy the GRPTO Holiday 

Shoppe.  We will be visited by the Science and Discovery Center and also 

enjoy our winter sing along.  Enjoy the month and be watching for photos 

from the events at school on Facebook and Twitter.   If you need anything, 

please feel free to let me know! 

Your Partner in Education 

 

Patrick Patterson - Principal 

 

Dear GR Families,  

   The Gardner Road Community Service Committee would like to invite 

you and your families to join our staff in the collection of new toys or 

books this holiday season to donate to less fortunate children and families. 

This is a perfect opportunity to teach our students and children the value of 

making a difference in the lives of others!   Toys or books can be any price, 

but must be brand new (please no used toys or stuffed animals). The last 

day for collecting will be December 8th.   Thank you for your generosity. 

Happy Holidays! 

Sincerely-  

The Gardner Road Community Service Committee 

 
      

Inside the Gazette: 
 

Page 2: 

Main Office Updates  
 

Page 3: 

November Snapshots 
 

Page 4: 

Character Corner 

School Mission &Vision  
 

Included in the Online Newsletter: 

Lunch Menu 

December Calendar 

December Citizenship Challenge 

Parents Make the 

Difference Supplement 

 

December 2017 
     Gardner Road Elementary School 

541 Gardner Road, Horseheads, New York 14845      (607) 739 – 6347 

ppatterson@horseheadsdistrict.com   

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

Gardner Road School Hours 

8:00 a.m. to 2:25 p.m. 

Tardy Bell – 8:15 AM 

Gardner Road Office Hours 

7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Elementary Lunches (K-6) 

Breakfast: $ 1.25   

Lunch $ 2.10 
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Substitutes Needed: 
 

The Horseheads Central School District is seeking 
applications for substitute teachers, bus drivers and 

substitute teaching assistants.   
For information, please visit:  

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html 

 
Human Resources Office: 739-5601, x4211      
 e-mail: hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com 

Gardner Road Winter Concert: 

The 4th grade Chorus will be performing their Winter 

Concert on Tuesday, December 19th, at 7:00 PM in the 

Gardner Road Cafeteria.  Students in Chorus should wear 

white on top and black on bottom, and arrive at 

6:30PM.  For family that may not be able to attend, we will 

attempt to live stream the concert on the Gardner Road 

Facebook page.  Please come out to support our students and 

enjoy some holiday music! 

 

Be Your Own Hero! 

Main Office Updates: 
School Delays and Closings:  
The cold, slippery, white flakes are just around the corner. When the ice and snow arrive, it is often necessary to delay or 

close schools. The announcements can be found on our District website www.horseheadsdistrict.com and the local media 

stations. In the event of a 1 or 2-hour delay, students can be dropped off at the cafeteria entrance beginning at the 

adjusted time. Please be aware that NO breakfast is served when there is a 2-hour delay. I will also post our current status 

on the Gardner Road Twitter feed. To sign up for the tweets, go to our school website and follow the link.  

Recess:  
Students will be going outside for recess as the weather becomes colder (20 degrees wind-chill and warmer)  Please 

make sure that your child has a warm coat, a hat and gloves/mittens so they can stay warm as they play. Thank you!  

Spring New York Assessment Dates (Grades 3 & 4):  
English Language Arts: April 11th & 12th        Math: May 2nd & 3rd 

Grade 4 Science Performance: May 23rd      Grade 4 Science Written: June 4th 

Change of Your Child’s ‘Go-Home’ Plans: 

Please be sure to send in a gold note if your child will be going home in a different way than usual.  We understand that 

changes occur during the day.  Our office staff can adjust your child’s plans prior to noon if a change occurs.  At noon, 

we send bus notes to all classroom teachers and bus drivers.  After this time, making changes in your child’s go home 

procedure is difficult and changes delay the dismissal of all students.  We appreciate your use of the gold notes and if 

need be a phone call prior to noon.  Thank you.   
 

Visiting with Classroom Teacher’s – Morning: 

Please call ahead and make an appointment with your child’s teacher if you need to talk to her between 8:00 and 2:30 as 

your child’s teacher is teaching.  If you do come to school, the office staff will need to call down to your child’s teacher 

to see if they are available.  Please understand that your child’s teacher may be unavailable.  Our Gardner Road team will 

work with you to help you with any question or topic you would like to discuss.    

 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html
mailto:hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com
http://southshore.albany.k12.or.us/media/sites/22/2017/02/c9a0b59d1d46f2df30850fe9c9d060a3_christmas-performance-time-and-school-music-time-clipart_1050-459.png
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November Snapshots: 
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Horseheads Central School 

District’s Mission & Vision: 
 

Horseheads Central School District sets the standard of 

educational excellence by fostering innovative thinking, 

curiosity, and a passion for learning to maximize the 

potential of each individual. We engage with our local 

and global communities to provide a student-centered, 

nurturing environment. 

EXPLORE        EMPOWER       EXCEL 

The Dignity Act Coordinator (DAC) for Gardner Road Elementary is Patrick Patterson.  Complaints regarding discrimination, harassment, or bullying of any 

student should be referred to Patrick Patterson at (607) 739 – 6347.  The Dignity Act Coordinator for the Horseheads Central School District is Megan Collins. 
Mrs. Collins may be reached at One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845, 607-739-5601, x4211. 

The Horseheads Central School District offers educational programs without regard to gender, race, color, national origin, or disability. Inquiries regarding this 

policy may be made to Megan Collins, Title IX/DASA Coordinator and Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer; Anthony Gill, Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer; 

or Kim Williams, Section 504 Coordinator, Horseheads Central School District, One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845, (607) 739-5601.  
 

December Character Challenge: 

Our challenge for the month of 

December is to demonstrate the 

character trait, caring. You can 

do this by bringing in your spare 

change for our penny drive. The 

profits go to the Arctic League 

and our goal is to raise $500! We 

have until December 20th to 

collect our change and help those 

in need! As a reward for your 

hard work and caring act, you will 

enjoy an exciting lip sync battle 

during our winter sing along! 
 

 

December’s Character Trait is: 
 

To report child abuse or neglect 

call toll free 1-800-342-3720 or 

go to ocfs.ny.gov/main/cps 
 

Thank you to these 4th  graders that helped serve coffee and 

doughnuts to our veterens during our 1st annual celebration! 











Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 Day 3 

 

Town Hall Meeting 8:30 

 

CARING—Character Education Tips for Home  

--Help a neighbor      

--Discuss with your kids what/who they care about & why 

--Donate time/items to a favorite charity 

--Make a card/ write a letter to a friend/relative you care about 

--Talk about how characters in a book represent caring.  

4 Day 4 

 

Grades 2 –4 Scripps Spelling 

Bee—Qualifying Rounds in 

School 

5 Day 5 

 

Principal Chat 5:30 Library 

GRPTO 6:00 Library 

6 Day 6 

 

7 Day 1 

 

8 Day 2 

 

11 Day 3 

 

 

 

12 Day 4 

 

13 Day 5 

 

14 Day 6 

 

15 Day 1 

 

18 Day 2 

 

Red Day 

19 Day 3 

 

White Day  

 

4th Grade Winter Concert 7:00 

Gardner Road Cafeteria 

20 Day 4 

 

Green Day 
 

Science & 

Discovery 

Center 

Assemblies 

21 Day 5 

 

Pajama Day 

PK—1st Polar Express Day 

 

BOE @ MS 6:00 

22 Day 6 

 

Holiday Shirt Day 

 

 

Gardner Road 

Elementary School 
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